
                                                   The Nazareth Decree

    (Imperial attempt by Claudius to quell the commotion caused by the ‘empty tomb’)

“Ordinance of Caesar.  It is my pleasure that graves and tombs remain undisturbed in
perpetuity for those who have made them for the cult of their ancestors, or children, or
members of their house.  If, however, any man lay information that another has either
demolished them, or has in any other way extracted the buried, or has maliciously
transferred them to other places in order to wrong them, or has displaced the sealing or
other stones, against such a one I order that a trial be instituted, as in respect of the gods,
obligatory to honor the buried.  Let it be absolutely forbidden for anyone to disturb them.
In the case of contravention I desire that the offender be sentenced to capital punishment
on the charge of violation of sepulture.”


